
 

Since the 11 March earthquake and subsequent tsunami, 
recover across northern Japan is now fully underway. 
More than 50,000 displaced families have relocated to 
temporary shelters. New services are being developed to 
meet the needs of those affected by the disaster.  

Habitat for Humanity’s ‘Rebuilding Japan’ program has 
continued to grow with the changing needs of the 
families and communities affected by the disaster. 
Habitat for Humanity Japan has mobilised sixteen team 
of dedicated volunteers who have worked tirelessly to 
clear homes and community buildings of mud and debris. 
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Additionally, Habitat for Humanity has continued to 
support its local partners – Peace Boat Volunteers in 
Ishinomaki and Onagawa, Miyagi Prefecture and All 
Hands Volunteers in Ofunato, Iwate Prefecture – as they 
used their own volunteers to perform a wide range of 
critical recovery tasks.  

In Ofunato, Habitat for Humanity has supported the 
repair of more than 50 damaged houses, helping families 
return home as quickly as possible. In Onagawa, home 
starter kits are being distributed as families move into 
temporary shelters.  
 
Habitat for Humanity is coordinating with government 
and NGO partners for a distribution of a large number of 
winter kits. These would include household items such as 
heaters, to help families stay warm during the winter 
months.  
 
Yet while reconstruction is underway, greater efforts are 
still required to revitalise the communities devastated by 
the tsunami.  
 

Uncertainties about the future must be addressed for 
families to regain their homes and livelihoods, and to 
rebuild or create a feeling of community among 
neighbours. The long journey toward a sense of normalcy 
and security has only just begun.  
 
During a visit to Japan this September, Habitat for 
Humanity International CEO Jonathan Reckford 
committed to continuing Habitat for Humanity support 
through the ‘Rebuilding Japan’ programme by 
announcing a Community Revitalisation programme to 
begin in 2012. This programme will bring shelter and 
other support services to communities where Habitat is 
currently working as well as additional locations.  
 
With the continued support of Habitat for Humanity 
supporters, partners, and volunteers, Habitat for 
Humanity will continue to help disaster affected families 
face the challenges of the future with renewed hope. 
 



  

Sixty-Seven year old Kiyoko Sakashita owned and 
operated a small bed-and-breakfast guest house in 
Onosaki since 1993. On the day of the earthquake, she 
ran to the safety of a temple located on top of a hill with 
her husband, and her mother who is in her 80s. “I thought 
of nothing but escaping with my family”, she said. 
 
Kiyoko watched numbly as the great tsunami wiped out 
her community. About 100 families sheltered at the 
temple. “Onosaki was completely isolated from the main 
city because the bridge connecting us was destroyed. We 
had no way to reach out for help. About three days after 
the tsunami, we heard a helicopter approaching. They 
brought food and water and started rescuing evacuees.” 
 
Four months after the earthquake, Kiyoko was able to 
visit her devastated home. Kiyoko would like to re-open 
her B&B someday. “Volunteers came to my house almost 
every day to clear debris and mud. Usually, I love to talk 
with people, but after the disaster, I was a bit depressed. 
The volunteers reminded me of joy, and I was able to 
communicate with people once again.” 
 
Smiling, Kiyoko said, “Some of the volunteers promised to 
come back one day to stay at my B&B, so I have to get 
ready for them!” 

 
 



 

What’s Planned 
 

Distribution of Winter kits 
 

Planning on extending house 
repair programme in Iwate 
Prefecture 

 

2012 Community 
Revitalisation programmes in 
Iwate and Miyagi Prefecture. 

 


